The Continuity of Second Reality
This book deals with continuities in Poland's transition. A book on continuities may be a surprise to the reader familiar with the social science literature on Eastern Europe. Politics and societies in Eastern Europe are nowadays primarily associated with political and social change on a broad scale. The strong impact of change is reflected in different domains of the social science literature. Accordingly, the demise of the communist system has induced research on conceptual alternatives for a new system (Hankiss, 1990; Beyme, 1993; Merkel, 1994; Offe, 1997; Holmes, 1997a) . The emergence of individual autonomy and the liberation from a closed system have stimulated works on civil and open society (Keane, 1988; Ash, 1990; Dahrendorf, 1990; Ekiert, 1994; Gellner, 1994) . Changes in the regime of Eastern Europe became a major and controversial study of object of transitology and its sub-discipline, consolidology (Linz and Stepan, 1996b; Schmitter and Karl, 1994, 1995; Offe, 1996; 1997; Elster et al., 1998; Holmes, 1997b) . In this vein, scholars were recommended to shift their thinking 'from the heady excitement and underdetermination of the transition from autocracy (. . .) to the prosaic routine and overdetermination of consolidated democracy'.
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On the whole, starting from the early 1990s, scholars have shifted their attention from examining the foundations of communism to the study of transitions, and have come to emphasize political uncertainty, changing contingencies, structural indeterminacy, and the significance of elite choices (Ekiert, 1996:323-4) . The assumption on discontinuity was perhaps most fashionably expressed in the thesis of the end of history (Fukuyama, 1992) work with premises such as the 'finished transition to democracy ' (Linz and Stepan, 1996a:15) . More generally, and embracing both transition and consolidation, democratization is supposed to describe the overall process of regime change to completion, i.e. from the end of the previous authoritarian regime to the stabilization and rooting of new democracies (. . .) This principal objective of consolidation is for the risks and uncertainties typical of transition to be gradually reduced to the point where failure in democratization becomes highly improbable.
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On the other hand, the end of communism has not brought about a definitive cut in terms of systemic particularities. Thus, scholars such as François Furet have suggested that 1989 is not aptly grasped by the term 'revolution', because contrary to the French revolution, communism did not leave institutional or ideological principles, nor a historical heritage. 1989 produced no new idea, no new leaders, no real parties, no new society, nor a new economy (Furet, 1995:8-9) . Other scholars stressed the importance of the 'old' situation, arguing for a vacuum or the institutional void in the period of transition (Jowitt, 1992) . In this vein, post-communism seems to be better understood as the rejection of the communist power system than as a clear-cut adoption of an alternative system (Holmes, 1997a:13) . Compared to the rupture-point in 1945, the record of change and continuity seems to be a mixed one at best (Offe, 1997).
Discontinuities and continuities in Poland's transition
The round-table pact and the founding elections of June 1989 are arguably the foremost events that discontinued communist political power (Geremek, 1991 , Skórzyński, 1995 Osiatyński, 1996) . The round-table pact and the semi-free elections largely dismantled the institutional framework of pre-1989 Poland, thus grounding their uncontested significance as the cradle of Polish post-1989 order. There is a general consensus that 'independent and democratic Poland was born during the Round Table negotiations'. 4 Throughout Eastern Europe the political events of 1989 were equivalent to a systemic disruption which entailed a variety of ideological and institutional discontinuities.
In the wake of these founding events, the first non-communist government in the Eastern bloc opened up the way to the
